
Geography Vocabulary 
 
 

 Locational & Place Knowledge Human & Physical Geography Geography skills & Fieldwork (including map 
making) 

EYFS Home, place, local area, town, country, world, 
earth, environment, different, same 

Street, road, house, shop, church, library, park, 
pond, hospital 
Weather – rainy, sunny, cloudy, windy, snowy, 
storm, hot, cold 
Seasons – autumn, winter, spring, summer 
 
 

Map, atlas, globe, photographs 
Directions – up, down, in front of, behind 

KS1 Country, world, earth, North Pole, South Pole, 
equator, similarities, differences, compare, 
explore, human, physical, characteristics, 
environment 
Continent – North America, South America, 
Antarctica, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia 
Ocean – Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 
Southern Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean  
United Kingdom – UK, Great Britain, England, 
Scotland, Whales, Northern Ireland, North Sea, 
Irish Sea, English Channel 
Capital city – London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, 
Belfast 
Carrbrook – Mill Brook, Mossley, Stalybridge, 
Ashton-Under-Lyne, Tameside 
Kenya – African, Nairobi 
 
 

Village, town, city, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour, shop, supermarket, school grounds, 
local area, beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation 
Climate – season, autumn, winter, spring, summer, 
weather, rain, sun, snow, cloud, wind, snow, hail, 
sleet, fog, thunder and lightning, temperature, 
warm, hot, cold, cool, mild, degrees 
 
 
 

Map, atlas, globe, photograph, sketch map, plan, 
birds eye view, aerial photographs, symbol, key, 
position, direction, location, route, path, direction, 
navigate, landmarks, features 
Directions – left, right, up, down, in front of, behind, 
forwards, backwards, near, far, next to, before, after 
Compass – compass directions, north, south, east, 
west 
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LKS2 North Pole, South Pole, equator, Northern 
hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle  
Continent – North America, South America, 
Antarctica, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia 
Ocean – Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 
Southern Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean  
United Kingdom – UK, Great Britain, England, 
Scotland, Whales, Northern Ireland, North Sea, 
Irish Sea, English Channel 
Capital city – London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, 
Belfast 
Major city – Manchester, Birmingham, 
Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Bristol, Swansea 
County – counties, metropolitan county, 
Greater Manchester, Cheshire, Lancashire, 
West Yorkshire, South Yorkshire, Cumbria  
Europe – European, Greece, Russia, Germany, 
Italy, France, Spain, Ireland, Belgium, 
Denmark, Poland, Moscow, Berlin, Rome, Paris, 
Madrid, Dublin, Brussels, Copenhagen, Warsaw 
Greece – Greek, Mediterranean, Athens, 
mainland, islands, Crete, Corfu, Rhodes, 
Aegean Sea, Sea of Crete, Ionian Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea, Mount Olympus, Pindus 
Mountains, Peloponnese Mountains, Pineious 
River, Alfeious River, Haliacmon River 

Village, town, city, region, settlement, community, 
urban, rural, land use, agricultural, farming, 
industrial, commercial, residential, resident, 
recreational, recreation, transportation, transport, 
facilities, culture, language, religion, population, 
government, resources 
Hill, mountains, cliff, valley, coast, plateau, 
coastline, beach, sea, ocean, rivers, stream, lake, 
tributary, estuary bank, delta, source, spring, 
mouth, fresh water, island, peninsula, forest, plain, 
desert, soil, vegetation 
Volcano – extinct, dormant, active, composite 
volcano, shield volcano, inner core, outer core, 
mantle, crust, tectonic plates, tectonic plate 
boundary, lava, magma, eruption, lava flow, 
pyroclastic flow, ash cloud, main vent, conduit, 
magma chamber, crater, secondary vent, The Ring 
of Fire 
Earthquake – seismic waves, seismograph 
Tsunami 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map, Ordinance Survey (OS) map, atlas, globe, 
photograph, sketch map, grid reference, co-ordinates, 
plan, birds eye view, aerial photographs, symbol, 
key, scale, position, direction, location, route, path, 
direction, navigate, landmarks, features 
Directions – left, right, up, down, in front of, behind, 
forwards, backwards, near, far, next to, before, 
after, bearing 
Compass – compass directions, north, south, east, 
west, northeast (NE), southeast (SE), southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), degrees 
Survey – measuring, recording, observing, 
thermometer, degrees, rain fall, rain gauge, lowest, 
highest, average, popular, unpopular 
 
 
 
 

UKS2 North Pole, South Pole, equator, Northern 
hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Arctic Circle, 
Antarctic Circle, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 

Region, settlement, community, urban, rural, land 
use, agricultural, farming, industrial, commercial, 
residential, resident, recreational, recreation, 
transportation, transport, facilities, culture, 

Map, Ordinance Survey (OS) map, atlas, globe, 
aerial photographs, aerial map, sketch map, 
topographic map, thematic map, economic/resource 
map, computer mapping, cross section, grid 
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Capricorn, tropics, longitude, latitude, 
Greenwich Meridian, time zone, biome  
South America – Amazon River, Orinoco River, 
Rio de la Plata-Parana River, Amazon 
Rainforest, Andes Mountains, Aconcagua 
mountain, Atacama Desert, Atlantic Ocean, 
Pacific Ocean, Caribbean Sea, Argentina, 
Buenos Aires, Brazil, Brasilia, San Paulo, Rio 
de Janeiro, Venezuela, Caracas, Peru, Lima, 
Chile, Columbia, Ecuador 
 

language, religion, population, government, 
resources, trade, trade links, international, global, 
export, import, distribution, economic 
Hill, mountain, mountain range, altitude, elevation, 
erosion, summit, peak, ascent, descent, cliff, valley, 
coast, plateau, coastline, beach, sea, ocean, river, 
stream, lake, delta, cape, tributary, estuary, bank, 
delta, source, spring, mouth, fresh water, saltwater, 
island, peninsula, gulf, forest, plain, desert, soil, 
vegetation 
Environmental region, climate zone, biome, tropical 
rainforest, temperate forest, boreal forest, desert, 
tundra, polar, glacier, grassland, savanna, wet-
lands, freshwater, aquatic, eco-systems, vegetation 
belt, renewable energy, conservation, de-
forestation, climate-change 
Water cycle – condensation, precipitation, 
transpiration, run-off 
 

reference, co-ordinates, contour lines, symbol, key, 
scale, position, direction, location, route, path, 
direction, alternative route, navigate, landmarks, 
features, longitude, latitude, above sea level, 
distance 
Directions – left, right, up, down, in front of, behind, 
forwards, backwards, near, far, next to, before, 
after, bearing 
Compass – compass directions, north, south, east, 
west, northeast (NE), southeast (SE), southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), degrees 
Survey – measuring, recording, observing, data, 
thermometer, degrees, rain fall, rain gauge, lowest, 
highest, average, popular, unpopular 
 
 

 


